
your finger is surrounded by the water.
However, as you remove your finger
from the glass, you’ll find water on your
finger. Therefore, you did make a differ-
ence in the amount of water in the glass.
Imagine the difference all 10 fingers
would make. 

I’d like to share a recent bittersweet
event in my family. I don’t wish to evoke
sadness or sympathy, but rather inspira-
tion and strength. 

As I write this, I have just returned
from the funeral of a cousin who had
been paralyzed by a diving accident at
the age of 17, some 25 years ago. His
parents, my aunt and uncle, had been
managing his daily care for all of those
25 years. Having been married 50 years,
that time amounted to half of their
married life. Although some couples
would have been torn apart by such
daily sacrifice, these two remarkable
people remained steadfast in their love
and devotion to each other and their
youngest son.

As I made the six-hour trip back to
Tennessee from Mississippi, I reflected
on the past few days, and I couldn’t
seem to get one picture out of my mind.
It was the sight of my aunt and uncle
holding hands under the tent at the
cemetery. The strength that they exuded
in this very difficult time had a life-

changing effect on me. Even though
volunteering with the Tennessee Court
Reporters Association has been a won-
derful experience for me, I had started
to lose my enthusiasm and wondered
about the efficacy of my role. Although
most would consider a funeral to be
somber and emotionally draining — and
it was those things for me — watching
my family come together and hold each
other up gave me more inspiration than
any other event in my life.

I share this experience with you
because I consider not only TCRA but
the reporting community as a whole to
be a family. This profession is small in
number, and only other people in the
profession understand the trials and
tribulations we have, as well as value the
accomplishments we achieve. We must
maintain our strength as an association
to accomplish the goals and to set the
standards for this profession. We must
stand together and join hands to support
each other.

This year, each and every member,
one person at a time, can make a differ-
ence within TCRA, the legal system,
and the entire state of Tennessee. Please
volunteer your time, your money, and
whatever you have to give. It is an
invaluable experience that will lead you
to inspire others. In the near future,

you’ll be called on to let your voice be
heard with respect to licensure. I hope
I’ve inspired some of you to, indeed,
take the opportunity to make a differ-
ence.

Thank you for allowing me to be a
part of the TCRA family. I dedicate this
article to Sara Nell and Dale Zebert, my
inspiration for writing it.

Kathy Zebert, RPR, is president of the Tennessee
Court Reporters Association. This article
appeared, in slightly different form, in TCRA’s
Volunteer Reporter.

LEGALINK, VITAC PARENT COMPANY
SOLD

Merrill Corp. has acquired WordWave,
parent company of LegaLink, VITAC, and
WordWave International. Merrill is a glob-
al provider of technology-enabled services
for legal, financial, real estate, and other
markets. The company has more than
4,400 people in 60 locations. 

WordWave was owned by Berkshire
Partners LLC and Highland Capital
Partners, both Massachusetts-based pri-
vate equity firms. Terms of the transac-
tion were not announced. 

MEDIA WATCH

JOURNAL FOR THE REPORTING AND CAPTIONING PROFESSIONS / MAY 2006

20

BRIEFS

You Just Don’t ...
BY JOSEPH A .  MILL IKAN 

My theory principle for the following set of phrases is
SKWROU for “you just don’t.”

you just don’t believe SKWR O U BL 
you just don’t believe so SKWR O U B L S 
you just don’t mean to say SKWR O U P L TS
you just don’t recall SKWR O U R L
you just don’t recall the SKWR O U R L T 
you just don’t recognize SKWR O U R Z 
you just don’t recollect SKWR O U R B G
you just don’t remember SKWR O U R
you just don’t remember the SKWR O U R T

The theory principle for the “You don’t” phrases is KWR O U.

you don’t believe KWR O U BL
you don’t believe so KWR O U BL S 
you don’t mean KWR O U PL 
you don’t mean to say KWR O U PLTS
you don’t recall KWR O U R L
you don’t recall the KWR O U R L T 
you don’t recognize KWR O U R Z 
you don’t recollect KWR O U R BG
you don’t remember KWR O U R
you don’t remember the KWR O U R T
you don’t think KWR O U PBG
you don’t think so KWR O U PBG S

Joseph A. Millikan is from Miami, Fla.
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